CARE FOR THE WICK IS
CRITICAL:

Some insurance companies have re-
ported an increase in claims for smoke dam-
aged furniture, clothing, and other household
goods caused by improper care of kerosene
heater wicks. Portable kerosene heaters
have either a wick made of fiber glass or
cotton. The most important things to
remember about the wick are:

e Fiber glass and cotton wicks are not
interchangeable. Replace your wick only
with the exact type recommended by the
manufacturer.

o Fiber glass wicks are maintained by a
process know as “clean burning”. To
“clean burn”, take the heater to a well
ventilated place outside of the living
area, turn the heater on, and allow it to
run completely out of fuel. After the
heater cools, brush any remaining carbon
deposits from the wick. Following the
“clean burning,” the fiber glass wick
should feel soft.

e A cotton wick is maintained in top
operating condition by careful, even,
trimming. Remove uneven or brittle
ends carefully with a pair of scissors.

NEVER TRIM A FIBER GLASS
WICK AND NEVER “CLEAN
BURN” A COTTON WICK.

For more information on wick maintenance,
consult your owners manual or your dealer.

IF YOU HAVE A FIRE:

e Sound the alarm. Get everyone out of
the house. Call 9-1-1 from a
neighbor’s house. Never try to go back
into a burning home for any reason.

o Fighting the fire yourself is very
dangerous. Fire deaths involving
kerosene heaters have occurred
because someone tried to fight the fire
or tried to move a burning heater to the
outside.

o The safest way to fight a fire is to call
the fire department. DO IT without
delay.

¢ Did you know that smoke detectors
and a home fire escape plan more than
double your family’s chances of
escaping a nighttime fire alive?

e Smoke detectors properly installed and
tested at least monthly and a practiced
home fire escape plan are a small price
to pay for a second chance to escape a

nighttime fire.
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